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much of the land by landlords and nobles there was a large
landless peasantry which provided a reservoir of cheap labour.
Hence there was no incentive to introduce machinery, and
agricultural technique remained in a backward condition.
When the Ukrainian lands of the south were connected to
Moscow by railway they provided cheap and abundant
supplies of grain, since the virgin soil, untouched for centuries,
yielded rich harvests without the employment of fertilizers.
This brought about the final economic collapse of the southern
lands of the Central Region, and wholesale emigration of the
peasants took place. Many went to seek work in the Urals,
or to settle in the empty lands across the Volga.
After 1917 modern methods of farming, the establishment
of large mechanized farms, the application of fertilizers, and
an increase in the area under cultivation brought about a
great improvement. The number of industrial crops such as
beet, sunflower, tobacco, hemp, and potatoes, as well as the
area sown to fodder crops (the basis of dairy cattle and pig-
and poultry-rearing), rapidly increased. The value of this
procedure lay in the presence of an industrial market close
at hand (in the Moscow district).
To-day it is possible to distinguish four agricultural regions.
(i) In the south-west (the Kursk Region) the precipitation
is relatively high, and the climate relatively warm. Sugar-
beet is the main crop, and this region is now the second most
important source of sugar in the Soviet Union. Market-
garden crops are grown and pigs and poultry reared. (2) In
the drier lands of the south-east the farms specialize in winter
wheat, millet, rye, oats, and sunflower. About 15 per cent,
of the sown area is under wheat in the Voronezh Region as
compared with 10 per cent, in the Kursk Region. Pigs are
reared, and in the south of the Voronezh Region, sheep.
(3) In the damper and cooler north-west (Orel Region) the
cultivation of hemp and the rearing of dairy cattle are highly.
developed. (4) The remainder of the north, in which condi-
tions of soil and climate approximate to those obtaining north
of the river Oka (and described below), is devoted to the
growing of fodder and potatoes and to pig-breeding, with